
REPORT TO 

THE SOUTH WALES POLICE AND CRIME PANEL

11th December 2018

Police & Crime Panel Home Office Grant

Purpose of the Report

To advise the Panel of the Home Offices position regarding the use and the 
current level of the Home Office Grant to Welsh Police & Crime Panels.

1.0 Background / Information

1.1 Members may be aware that Panels in England and Wales have 
recently formed the National Association of Police, Crime and Fire 
Panels which operates as a Special Interest Group within the Local 
Government Association. Members of the Panels in Wales have been 
trying to ascertain if they would be in breach of their grant agreement 
by using some of the funding they receive from the Home Office to fund 
their membership of this Association. 

1.2 In addition, to this specific issue Panels in Wales have via the Welsh 
Local Government Association (WLGA) expressed increasing concern 
regarding the level of funding received via the grant bearing in mind 
that there has been no uplift in funding since Panels first came into 
operation five years ago. Currently, for most Panels, the level of grant 
received only covers the cost of holding 3-4 meetings per annum in 
order to fulfil their statutory responsibilities in terms of scrutinising the 
budget and policing plan. Panels in Wales report that members are 
often not able to be reimbursed payment for attending additional 
meetings. It is also reported that budget constraints also negatively 
impact member development and training especially where there has 



been a high turnover in Panel membership which has been the case in 
South Wales recently.

1.3 When the original grant levels were set, Panels were a new area of 
work however it is clear that some additional funding is required to 
support the effective work of PCPs.  This impacts more clearly in Wales 
where Panels are limited by the fact that host local authorities are 
prevented from using local authority funds to support the work of the 
Panels given the basis upon which they are established unlike the case 
in England where PCPs are Local Authority Joint Committees. 

1.4 In pursuance of the above the WLGA recently wrote to the Home Office 
seeking advice regarding the use of the Home Office Grant and raising 
concerns regarding the level of funding with the narrative set out above 
taken from the WLGA letter to the Home Office.

2.0 Home Office Response

2.1 A response has now been received from the Home Office which states 
that the Grant cannot be used to pay subscription fees to a 
representative association. In relation to the level of grant funding they 
believe the same to be “broadly appropriate”. The full response is 
attached as appendix 1.

3.0 Recommendation(s)

3.1 The Police and Crime Panel is asked to note the content of the 
response.

Simon Jones
Senior Solicitor
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council


